Full Score (Transposed)

Commussioned by St. William the Abbot Roman Catholic Church (Seaford, N1) and
St. James Roman Catholic Church (Seaford, NY) for their 2018 Christmas Carol Sing

T'he Little Drummer Boy

Jor SATB Chowr and Full Orchestra

Words and Music by Katherine Davis, Henry Onorati, and Harry Simeone
Arr. SATB/TFull Orchestra by Robert Buonaspina (b. 1996)

Duration: 07:15 Minutes (approx.)

This arrangement of "The Little Drummer Boy" is the perfect musical addition to any holiday concert or event. With four
verses (including a modulated reprise of Verse 1 at the end with a descant) — and vigorous, melodically deriven interludes
that propel the arrangement forward — choirs of all abilities will enjoy taking part in this immense choral celebration.

The commission for this piece of music comes in response to the honored tradition of "Carol Sings" at both churches — a
tradition that authoritatively defines the true meaning of Christmas. While the demands of its famous text are seemingly
simplistic, I truly believe that the purposeful gathering of community in song is truly emblematic of what "The Little
Drummer Boy" represents: the notion of offering our gifts of musical praise to the King, no matter how big or small.

-RB

Orchestration:

Voices:

Soprano solo (or Boy Solo)

Soprano (some 2-way div. and descant split)
Alto (some 2-way div.)

Tenor (some 2-way div.)

Bass (with 2-way div.)

Woodwinds
Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1
Oboe 2

Bb Clarinet 1
Bb Clarinet 2
Bb Clarinet 3
Bass Clarinet
Bassoon 1
Bassoon 2

Brass

Hornin F 1
Hornin F 2
Hornin F 3
Hornin F 4

Bb Trumpet 1 (Cup Mute)
Bb Trumpet 2 (Cup Mute)
Bb Trumpet 3 (Cup Mute)
Bb Trumpet 4

Trombone 1 (Cup Mute)
Trombone 2 (Cup Mute)
Trombone 3 (Cup Mute)

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Percussion

Timpani (32-30", 29-28", 26-25", 24-23")

Percussion 1 (Snare Drum/Suspended Cymbal)

Glockenspiel (optional)

Piano (obbligato) — may be Glockenspiel double if need be (omit Glock for this part if so).

Strings
Violin 1
Violin 2
Viola
Violoncello
Double Bass

Supplementary Parts
Organ Reduction — two-manual staff + pedals, available to supplement/substitute "full orchestra” sound, written with instrument cues

Arr. Copyright © Robert Buonaspina 2018
Copyright © Katherine Davis, Henry Onorati, and Harry Simeone 1941. All Rights Reserved.
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